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Welcome

St James Securities (SJS) is a long established, privately 
owned Leeds-based property developer. Over the past 
three years, we have been working with Derby City 
Council to develop a plan to deliver the comprehensive 
regeneration of the Becketwell area.

Our aim is to create a whole new part of the city centre 
with its own distinct character and identity.

This will include a mix of homes, workspace, hotel, 
leisure, and retail uses, in addition to a new public square 
for the city.

An outline planning application was submitted to Derby 
City Council in August 2019 covering the whole site, and 
detailed planning permission was granted for phase one 
of the scheme in January 2021.

Demolition of the former Debenhams store, along with the 
former Central United Reformed Church and properties 
located on Victoria Street has been carried out, clearing 
the way for phase one.

Phase one will include the construction of 259 build to 
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rent apartments, along with the development of a multi-
purpose public square, which will be the centrepiece of 
the scheme.

Construction work has recently commenced, with 
completion by Spring 2023. 

Phase two of the scheme includes the development of 
an exciting 3,500 capacity performance and conference 
venue on the site of Laurie House offices and the former 
Pink Coconut nightclub.
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Background

It is also hoped the substantial levels of investment 
proposed at Becketwell will provide confidence for 
further new investment in surrounding areas of the  
city centre.

The new public square provides pedestrian access into 
the masterplan area and opens the sites to the south up 
to Victoria Street and the city centre.  It provides a focal 
point for phase two, the proposed Performance Venue.

The regeneration of the Becketwell area is expected to bring 
numerous benefits to the city, including a repopulation of both 
office workers and residents to the city centre which will help 
boost activity outside of traditional retail hours. 

We have worked with experienced private sector 
partners to put forward the best possible venue that 
will contribute to a vibrant and thriving city centre and 
will help rejuvenate the area. 

This ambitious scheme, which is set to bring an 
outstanding, modern performance venue to the city, 
will fill a significant gap in the city’s cultural landscape. 

It will offer a significantly larger, more flexible space 
than Derby has had in the past and will appeal to a 
wider range of audiences in a purpose-built setting run 
by an internationally respected operator.  

We strongly believe a new purpose-built city centre 
venue is the right way to deliver a new performance 
venue for Derby and are confident that the best 
location for that venue is as a key part of the 
Becketwell scheme.

The venue will significantly increase Derby’s cultural 
attraction and increase the overall profile of the city.

Hull Bonus ArenaLeeds First Direct Arena
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What is the Performance Venue?

The proposed new performance venue will be located on the 
site of the former Pink Coconut nightclub. 

The purpose-built facility will be a fully flexible, scalable space. It will have a maximum seated/standing capacity of 
3,500 and seat 600-2,100 in seated configurations. A secondary space will have a capacity of up to 400.

It is anticipated that the venue will hold hundreds of cultural and commercial events each year, offering a fantastic 
and varied programme for local people and attracting an additional 250,000 visitors to Derby every year.

The flexible venue will accommodate a diverse range of events – from major music, comedy acts and theatre 
productions to sports entertainment events and commercial events such as trade shows.

Events within the Performance Venue will take place from early morning to late in the evening, invigorating the 
day and night-time economies. 

Visitors to the area will make use of Derby’s thriving night life and hospitality industry, which will also benefit the 
local economy and local businesses. 

Over 200 new local jobs are expected to be created, and the scheme is set to generate more than £10m per year 
for the area, providing a massive stimulus to local businesses.  

The conference and events centre will support the growth of the business community in the region.

The level of confidence in Derby illustrated by this investment from the private sector demonstrates a positive 
belief in Derby and its future.

The new venue will complement the activities of Derby Arena to provide the best possible events programme 
for the city. The two venues will work together to ensure we can maximise the number of events that can come 
to Derby, with the Arena focusing on sporting events and the Becketwell Venue concentrating on theatre and 
entertainment.
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The Operator

In the UK, ASM Global operate:

• First Direct Arena Leeds 

• AO Arena, Manchester 

• Bonus Arena, Hull 

• Bridgewater Hall, Manchester 

• SSE Arena, Wembley  

• Utilita Arena, Newcastle 

• The SSE Hydro, Glasgow

The operator is informing the design 
and layout of the of the venue and will 
be the long-term managers – booking a 
mix of popular and mainstreams shows, 
performances and events.

Why Derby?

• A growing, dynamic, friendly and   
 cosmopolitan city 

• A gap in the city’s event venue   
 infrastructure

• Over 850,000 people within 30 minutes’  
 drive; over 4.5m people within 60   
 minutes’ drive 

• Private sector appetite and confidence  
 from event promoters and organisers 

We have pulled together a hugely experienced team with a long track record of delivering 
similar projects. The team is led by IPW…, who have delivered similar arena developments 
including venues in Leeds, Hull, Swansea, Battersea, York, Bradford, Gateshead, Copenhagen, 
Singapore and Abu Dhabi. We have selected ASM Global to operate the venue following a 
highly competitive process. 

They are the world’s leading venue operator running over 300 venues worldwide across 5 continents. They showed 
a real passion alongside exciting events and opportunities that they will be bringing to Derby.  Their international 
relationships make them a great choice to run our new venue in Derby.

Manchester AO Arena

Wembley SSE Arena
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What will it look like

The building is being designed to meet the needs and expectations of the modern events market, creating a new 
standard for how mid-size venues can operate. The venue’s capacity means it can attract a large range of touring 
acts and shows that historically would not have considered Derby.

It sits within a carefully considered masterplan for Becketwell featuring a new public square and improved 
highway network to minimise any disruptions and challenges and maximise the value of the venue as a tremendous 
asset for the city and its residents.
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The venue will have a flexible configuration to deliver an exciting 
and maximised mixed-use programme including concerts, 
entertainment events, family shows, standup comedy and 
touring musical theatre as well as conferences, exhibitions 
and product launches. The main, 3,500 capacity auditorium 
is complemented by a 400-person capacity secondary space 
which can either support large events or host smaller events in 
its own right.

Configuration:

Event type Requirements

Max seated & standing (rock & pop mode) 3,500

Max seated & standing (other) 3,000

Max seated 2,100

Short hall/theatre (stage forward) 1,500

Short hall/theatre (reduced balcony) 1,150

Short hall/theatre (no balcony) 800

Conference 600

Banqueting 600

The venue is an exciting iteration of a new breed of flexible venue, building on the hugely successful model of 
Hull’s Bonus Arena.

We are delivering one venue that can attract and host a wide range of events and audience capacities in a single 
building.

The building has flexibility at its heart, providing an exceptional audience experience and appealing to acts, event 
promoters and organisers to encourage them to bring their events to Derby.

How will it Function?
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How will it Function?

Max fully seated end stage event mode 

Centre stage event mode Conference and supporting exhibition mode 

Op G – Banqueting mode

 Short hall/ theatre (no balcony) modeMax seated and standing  
rock & pop concert mode

Short hall/ theatre (stage forward) mode

Our design, and the operating experience and expertise of ASM Global, means 
that the new venue can move quickly from a 3,500 standing capacity concert one 
night to an 1,800 seat capacity touring West End musical the next, and from a 2,100 
seated comedy show to a business conference or product launch event overnight. 
Truly something for everyone! And a busy, popular event venue that maximises the 
benefits for Becketwell, Derby, its businesses and residents.The venue is an exciting iteration of a new breed of flexible venue, building on the hugely successful model of 

Hull’s Bonus Arena.

We are delivering one venue that can attract and host a wide range of events and audience capacities in a single 
building.

The building has flexibility at its heart, providing an exceptional audience experience and appealing to acts, event 
promoters and organisers to encourage them to bring their events to Derby.
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Benefits
Investment and Stimulus  
The scheme represents a further significant investment in Derby City Centre, and the 
Becketwell regeneration project, in particular. On the back of phase one now being on-site, 
the proposals will see a critical mass of development starting to take shape at Becketwell after 
decades of neglect. In turn, this provides confidence and a stimulus for additional short-term 
investment.

Support for the city economy  
It is projected that the venue will host over 200 cultural and commercial events each year and 
attract an additional 250,000 visitors to Derby. The scheme is set to generate more than £10m 
per year for the area, providing a massive stimulus to a wide range of local businesses.  

Jobs 
The performance venue will contribute to the estimated 2,000 plus jobs to be generated across 
the Becketwell site, with significantly more created through the construction period. In addition 
to these jobs created on-site, the performance venue will support a vast number of jobs and 
businesses in the supply chain and wider local economy.

The performance venue is set to ‘turbocharge’ the remainder 
of the Becketwell scheme and is hoped will allow us to bring 
forward further phases of development in the short term that 
will be key to future reinvigoration and repositioning of Derby 
City Centre.

The new venue will boost business confidence by creating 
hundreds of jobs, putting millions into the local economy and 
make a big contribution to Derby’s future prosperity. 

However, some of the most significant benefits are less easily 
quantified but are evident through case studies of other similar 
regeneration projects.

These include:

• A significant boost to the evening economy, in addition to 
increasing activity beyond traditional shop opening hours, 
natural surveillance, and the perception of safety.

• Civic pride in a facility which can attract the best names in 
entertainment.

• Rebalancing the focus of activity in the city centre

• Providing confidence for further new investment in the city 
centre

• Improving the city’s offer when compared against competing 
local centres e.g., Nottingham.

Planning application
Whilst the Becketwell Arena will be purchased 
by Derby City Council as an investment at a fixed 
price, it is being delivered by the private sector by 
St James Securities as developer and will be run by 
ASM Global, the world’s leading venue operator.  
This means both delivery and operational risk sit 
with the private sector, to the benefit of Derby  
City Council.

The planning application will be accompanied 
by a range of technical documentation covering 
matters such as traffic generation and accessibility, 
ground contamination, flood risk and drainage 
assessments.

This will be in addition to detailed drawings and 
visuals.

We would be grateful if you would fill in a feedback 
form in order to help us to better understand the 
views and opinions of local people and businesses 
to further inform our emerging proposals.

We will be looking to digest the feedback received 
over the coming weeks with the intention of 
submitting a planning application during July 2021. 
Development work is set to commence in early 2022.

Thank you for your time today.


